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GRADES 6-12 DISTANCE LEARNING 
School Name  McAnally 

Grade Level  6th  

Week of  3/30/20- 4/10 
*All assigned work due by Sunday at midnight 

 

General Music Class 
Week at a Glance 

Objectives for the Week:  
 
Students will learn that MUSIC TELLS OUR STORY.  
 
Students will choose one song to research from a list of songs that tell the story (from the 
songwriter’s perspective) of an event in American history. Students will come to understand that 
in every challenging time in America songwriters have created songs that reflect their feelings 
about the event. This helps us understand what happened and how people felt about what was 
happening during that particular time in history.  
 
As we face the COVID-19 crisis we already see musicians and songwriters creating songs that tell 
the story of what is happening in our country right now. You have probably already seen funny 
music videos and serious ones on social media over the last two weeks. These songs show us 
how creative people are responding to our current crisis. 
 
We are going to learn how songwriters have responded to crisis events in our past. Remember 
that music always reflects perspectives of the people from the time period in which the music was 
created. This lesson will also help us remember that we came out of each crisis in the USA 
triumphant and better than we were before. Therefore, music can also be a source of hope. 
 

Lesson Frame:  
 1)WE WILL concentrate on Texas Fine Arts/Music TEK M1.4: “Historical and Cultural Relevance.” 
Students relate music to history, culture and the world. 
 
2) I WILL learn that MUSIC TELLS OUR STORY. I will listen to the song, look up information about 
the event in American history and write two paragraphs as directed below. 
 
3) SO THAT I CAN see how MUSIC is a source of information about historical events, a source of 
comfort and a barometer of how people respond to crisis events during their lifetime. 
 

Estimated Time to Complete: 1 hour 
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Lesson Delivery (What do we want you to learn?): 

WE WILL:  Relate music to history, culture and the world. 
 

Choose ONE song to research from this list. They were each written about a crisis in the USA. 
 
1.THE GREAT DUST STORM  written and performed by Woody Guthrie 
https://youtu.be/vUXGBLTUD8w  (the great storm happened in 1935)  
The dust bowl lasted from 1930-1936 
 
2.OHIO written and performed by Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young (event happened in 1970) 
https://youtu.be/TRE9vMBBe10 
 
3.WHERE WERE YOU WHEN THE WORLD STOPPED TURNING written & sung by Alan Jackson 
https://youtu.be/gPHnadJ-0hE (event happened in 2001, song released in 2002) 
 
4.ABRAHAM, MARTIN and JOHN  written by Dick Holler, first recorded by DION 
https://youtu.be/a5hFMy4pTrs        Years the assassinations occurred:  
Lincoln in 1865,  JFK in 1963, MLK in 1968,  Robert Kennedy in 1968 
 
5.EVE OF DESTRUCTION written by P.F. Sloan, performed by Barry McGuire 
https://youtu.be/a5hFMy4pTrs  (Vietnam War lasted from 1955 - 1975, song released in 1964) 
 
6.THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER lyrics by Francis Scott Key music by John Stafford Smith 
https://youtu.be/YaxGNQE5ZLA  Lyrics written in the midst of the war of 1812 
 
7.THERE’S A GOLD STAR IN HER WINDOW by Tex Ritter 
https://youtu.be/U5pfw6TBUBs  Written in 1943 (WW2 lasted from 1939-1945) 
 
8.THE SUMMER OF HIS YEARS lyrics by Herb Kretmer and music by David Lee performed by 
Connie Francis 
https://youtu.be/0YaSVb9vP1s (JFK was assasinated in 1963) 
 
 

Engage and Practice (What do we want you to do?): 

Research the song you chose about a crisis/event from American history. 
1. Listen to a recording of the song you chose. (see the link section) 
2. Search on the internet for the lyrics to the song. Read the lyrics 
3. Do a search to find out what event/crisis your song is about. 
4. Type a paragraph explaining what happened in the song you chose. 
5. Type another paragraph answering this question: How do you think kids felt who lived 

during the time of the crisis your song described? 

https://youtu.be/vUXGBLTUD8w
https://youtu.be/TRE9vMBBe10
https://youtu.be/gPHnadJ-0hE
https://youtu.be/a5hFMy4pTrs
https://youtu.be/a5hFMy4pTrs
https://youtu.be/YaxGNQE5ZLA
https://youtu.be/U5pfw6TBUBs
https://youtu.be/0YaSVb9vP1s
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Create and Submit (What do we want you to turn in?): 

Email your paragraphs to Mrs. Burchill. You can attach a Google Doc to your email, or simply write 
your paragraphs in your email. 
pburchill@g.aledoisd.org 
 

Extension Opportunity (What do we want you to do if you want to extend your learning?): 

Choose: 
1.Research other songs on the list and follow the same directions for each song. 
2. Create your own lyrics for the chorus of a song about the Covid-19 crisis.  
3. Find a song about an event in American history that is not included in this list and share it with 
your teacher. 
 
 
Please remember to sign up for your appropriate Google Classroom. 
 
The code for 2nd period is: fj4odad 
The code for 5th period is: vvvgl7s 
The code for 6th period is: vuedl6x 
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